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Dear Parents and Carers

Student Voice

To start with I would like to thank all the parents, carers and students for
their support during my first term as Headteacher. It is an amazing honour
to be Headteacher at this school and I am excited about driving the school
forward and continue with the amazing outcomes this school has achieved
in the past. I would secondly like to thank the amazing staff team at
Longdon that go above and
beyond for all of our students.

Old Trafford
Jeans for Genes
Animal Man

During this first term the students and staff have completed some amazing
achievements inside and outside of the school. Students have shown some
amazing attitudes to learning and trying different things that you will read
in this newsletter. One of these in particular being four students working
alongside Olympic swimmer Jo Jackson as part of the Dame Kelly-Holmes
Trust. This has been an amazing opportunity for our students to be peer
mentored by someone as inspirational as Jo. The students will also have
the opportunity to visit events in Manchester and London as part of the
qualification.
I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and celebrating some amazing
stories.

Race For Life
Football
Safeguarding
Plan, Shop, Cook
Children In Need
BBC Recording Studios

Kind regards

Shoe Box Appeal

Nick Simpson
Headteacher

Dame Kelly Holmes Trust
Save The Children
Red January
Nurture
Outdoor Education
Treasure Island
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Longdon Green
Near Lichfield
Staffordshire
WS15 4PT
Telephone: 01543 491 051
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Student Voice

Lichfield Cathedral
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Over the past term representatives of each class group have
participated in regular meetings. Representatives have the
huge responsibility of how the school is run through the
voice of the pupils at Longdon Hall.
Student Voice has recently recognised positive changes
made to the school like the MUGA and how this has, had a
positive affect on break and lunch times, enabling students
to access it most weathers. Changes to the menu was also
recognised ,adding in a delicious chicken roast dinner was
a popular change. Pupils also commented on the positive
changes within the ICT
department and how
important our continued
E-safety discussions are.
Well Done Student Voice!
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Animal Man
On October the 16th were lucky enough to welcome
‘Animals in Hand’ into Longdon Hall School. They are
an educational company that offers the opportunity
for students to get hands on with exotic animals.
This was a thrilling experience for staff and students
alike. The guest speaker Mo, brought along an array
of animals, that were related to the current topic
of study, Ecosystems and Adaptations. Students got
the opportunity to hold snakes, spiders, cockroaches
and lizards as well as learning about how they survive
within their own habitats. We hope to book Mo for
subsequent visits to learn more about the wonderful
animals in his care.
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Race for Life
During November ,staff and pupils decided to organise their
own Race for Life. Pupils marked out a course around the
fields which had to be completed 2/3 times, depending on the
class, age and ability. Once the route was completed both staff
and pupils received a medal.
Doing this we raised £35 to help Cancer Research, which is
amazing and both pupils and staff at LHS were very proud of
themselves for contributing to such a worthy charity. Pupils who
have family members that have been affected by cancer realised
they were not alone .

Well done

Team Longdon!!

Jeans for Genes
On Friday 21st September, Longdon Hall School supported Jeans for Genes Day,
a charity that supports children affected by a range of genetic disorders in the
UK. Staff and students wore jeans to school and made donations to support this
incredible charity.
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Football
Fixture
22nd October 2018

Longdon Hall

V

Walton Hall School
Longdon Hall took on Walton Hall School in their second league fixture at Walton Hall.
Longdon Hall started like an express train and found themselves 2 goals to the good early on through some
quality finishing by Billy.
Longdon Hall kept the ball and dominated possession which resulted in Walton Hall not recording a single
shot on target, as Longdon kept the ball moving from side to side pulling their opposition all over the pitch.
The second half played out similar to the first with LHS dominating all aspects of the game, resulting in a
typical poacher’s goal from Bradley and a screamer from 40 yards from Khaleel.
Walton Hall staff were very complimentary of the way that the team played and the way that they
conducted themselves.
Well done guys and roll on the next fixture.
Scott Bennett - Assistant Headteacher
Nathan Slater - Head of Key Stage 4
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KEEPING SAFE

All holidays can be an unsettling period for some children and
young people, as it takes them away from their daily routine. There
are lots of websites and helplines that can offer extra support and advice:

Longdon

http://www.youngminds.org.uk					Mental health support
https://www.childline.org.uk
0800 1111			
General support
www.talktofrank.com						Drug support
http://www.runawayhelpline.org.uk				Run away support
www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help-you/contact-us
**************
As always we urge our parents and carers to be vigilant around their children’s online activity. Take time
to talk to them about their online activity and get involved with what they are doing. Make sure your child
knows what to do if they are worried about something which has happened online.
The websites below offer lots if useful information which you can look at together:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
https://ceop.police.uk
http://www.bullying.co.uk/cyberbullying

snapchat
As with most social media apps, Snapchat has
enabled a facility to map the location of the
phone and share it with others.
There is a potential risk to the safety of
your child if the settings are not set
correctly.

To disable

the feature completely
you need to go to … -->Settings in
snapchat and then slide Ghost Mode
to show green (to the right)
Helping to safeguard your child.
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Plan Shop Cook
Throughout the term, KS3/KS4 students have developed
their skills both inside and outside of the kitchen, building their
knowledge around different flavours, tasting new and exotic
foods and using them within their cooking.
They have also worked hard to plan and shop for their
ingredients and have had to manage their budget, staying within
a £5 limit.
As well as following recipes and creating different dishes, our
chefs have also taken part in a range of food and hygiene
classes and have implemented what they have learnt within the
classroom.
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On November the 16th, the young people at
Longdon Hall School organised and took part in a
range of fun activities to raise money for Children in
Need. To support the cause, young people ran and
biked a total of 136 miles which is the distance to
London!
We also held a football tournament, a bake sale
and dressed up in fancy dress. To support with KS4
COPE awards, our students also organised the
‘guess the number of sweets in the jar ‘ and ‘guess
the teddy’s name’.
A fantastic day for all!
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BBC Broadcasting Studios

In November, a group of Key Stage 3 pupils took a
trip to the BBC Broadcasting Studios in Birmingham,
as part of an English scheme of work on News
and the media. They had a tour and learnt how
the News in our area is really put together and
produced. Alongside this, we visited the sets of
‘Central News’, ‘Peaky Blinders’ and ‘The Archers’!
As an added bonus, the group got to record their
own short radio play, using the real technical
equipment used for BBC productions. On our
return to school, the group used some of the
knowledge and ideas they had gained to produce,
edit and present their own ‘Longdon News’
programmes.
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This year students at LHS ,studying for their COPE award organised and
delivered the Samaritan Purse shoe box appeal to the entire school.
Students contacted the charity to enter us into the programme and
produced lists of gifts for different age groups and genders.
Students then ventured out into the community to obtain the gifts and once
back at school, organised the boxes appropriately across the school to be
wrapped. Once the boxes were wrapped they were ready to be sent to the
depot to be shipped to young people across Moldova. This was a successful
morning where students showed an improved understanding of Operation
Christmas Child.
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Dame Kelly Homes Trust
We have been extremely lucky this year to have been accepted onto the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust to work
with Joanne Jackson, an Olympic swimmer.
The mentoring programme includes 2 days in Manchester at the head office buildings of exam board AQA,
and a celebration event in London, to meet Dame Kelly Holmes at the end of the course in July.
During the programme Jo will visit the school 6 times to work with our students on
a social action project, creating an event for our school community.
On our first trip to Manchester in December, Tayshen won one of the first warm
up games. Jo, in the centre of the picture, was very welcoming and has been into
school twice so far to mentor our 4 successful students and help them arrange
and complete their project.
Cameron , Tayshen , Eliza and Kacei all had the opportunity to take part in games
and team building tasks and will be visiting Manchester again in March to develop
their social action project with the help of their mentors.

As a child learning to swim, Jo loved achieving badges
and certificates. Her older sister, Nicola, always had more
and she wanted to beat her. Nicola turned professional
and swam in the 2000 Sydney Olympics, and Jo followed
in her footsteps.
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Jo was born in North Yorkshire and attended Richmond
School. She has had an illustrious swimming career,
having completed at three Olympic Games: Athens 2004,
Beijing 2008 and London 2012. At the first of these,
she was just 17 years old, and from this point on, she
quickly established herself as a major force in international
swimming. At the most recent of these, she finished
seventh in her 400m freestyle heat in a time of 4:11:50
and was also part of the British team that finished in fifth
place in the 4x200m freestyle relay.
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Lichfield Cathedral
Students from KS2 were lucky enough to go to
the Litchfield Cathedral to decorate a Christmas
tree for the Christmas Tree Festival, which is held
every year through December. The students
made their own decorations and went to the
Cathedral to decorate it themselves.
Well done KS2!

On the 14th December Longdon Hall participated in the Save The Children Christmas Jumper Day. It was
a fantastic day in which the pupils and staff all enjoyed getting into the Christmas spirit.
The pupils and staff were informed about the charity Save The Children and how the money raised will help.
We raised enough money that could provide a midwife in Afghanistan with a birthing kit, 10 children with
anti-botics for pneumonia and two children in the UK with education toys for learning through play. The
pupils participated in Christmas activities and assemblies, including a competition for the best dresses and
the pupils from each Key Stage won a prize.

Well done Longdon!!
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Red January
After an assembly from Key Stage 3 Teacher Shaun describing his RED
journey in January 2018 (making a conscious effort to be physically
active every day) both staff and students recognised that it can be a little
bit of a challenge mentally, particularly with the wet and cold weather.
Several pupils and staff said they would like to try different sports
so throughout January we attempted to get ourselves busy. Pupils
played Indoor Curling, Boccia, Handball, Street Hockey, Badminton and
Basketball.
After a slow start momentum gathered, meaning that we had a regular
group of pupils asking what the new activity would be on that day.
Overall RED January was a huge success at Longdon and we are already
look forward to what sports we can introduce to our already exciting
curriculum!
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Nurture
Throughour the term Key Stage 2 have been introduced to various types of sensory activities with KS2
Teacher Louis, enjoying lots of different sensory experiences such as making salt dough, painting, sand play
and experimenting with different therapy tools.
Teaching Assistant Sarah Hulley has developed this further throughout lower KS3 and this has proven to be
huge success. The pupils have experimented with Balancing Stones, Sensory Footprints, Water Play, rice,
Lego and Therapy Brushes.
As pupils leave KS2 they don’t always have as much opportunity to ‘play’ so the sessions that Sarah delivers
provides pupils to interact and enjoy.

“I really love sensory, I didn’t want
the lesson to stop!” Freddie KS3
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Outdoor Education
During Wednesday afternoons pupils in Key stage 3/4 have been enjoying a variety of exciting activities
to really push and develop confidence, social skills, physical and mental challenges.
Here we see Corban at the local aquarium, Adam and Damien enjoying climbing and bouldering then
creating a fire in the forest to make hot chocolate and toast marshmallows!
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Treasure Island
KS2 have been reading the classics this term
and had a fun finish to the story Treasure Island.
The class spent the lesson solving clues about
the setting and characters of the story then had
to crack a code to reveal a three digit number.
Following given instructions and using a treasure
map they scoured the school grounds to find
‘X’ marking the spot where they unearthed and
opened a treasure chest brimming with golden
chocolate coins!
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