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We have been striving to improve
our support for health and wellbeing at Longdon Hall School for both
staff and pupils over the past 12
months. Taking a consistent and
positive approach towards Mental
Health we have been improving our
strategy and have worked closely
with Sandwell local authority. The
work we have done has been recognised and we have achieved the
Sandwell wellbeing charter mark.
Congratulations to all the staff,
pupils and parents for supporting
us to achieve this quality
mark. The findings proved that we
are able to demonstrate teaching
and learning that promotes resilience while supporting social and
emotional learning, cultivating a
love of learning for the whole
school community.

The past 12 months have once again been action packed, with a range of activities and
celebrations taking place including our Annual Summer Fayre, Sport Relief, Number
Day, Charity Events, Educational Workshops, Sporting Trips, Talent Shows and Sports
Day, oh and not to mention a visit from OFSTED!!
I would like to wish our Year 11 Leavers all the best for the future, a number of these
students have been at Longdon Hall for a considerable length of time and the time has
now come to embark on the next chapter in their education. Good luck to you all,
please stay in touch.
A particular highlight this year was the Education Workshop with Rudi Oppenheimer, a
Holocaust Survivor, who visited Longdon Hall School and shared his testimony with us,
this was truly a once in a lifetime experience and one that had a huge impact on both
student and staff.
Over the past year we have continued to strengthen the staff team with a number of
new staff joining us to enable us to offer an even greater range of learning experiences for students at our school. This year saw the first successful completion of the Duke
of Edinburgh Bronze expedition, with 3 students completing the full award. Well done,
Jay, Lewis and Bradley.
There have also been a number of staff successes this year with Scott Bennett and
Dan Pallet gaining promotion to the positions of Assistant Headteacher and from September 2018 Nick Simpson will be the new Headteacher of the school. I am sure you
will all join me in congratulating these staff and wish them all the success in their new
roles.
The school continues to develop and improve every year and I would like to thank all
staff for their dedication and hard work over the past 12 months. It is also important
to congratulate all the students on the progress that they have made in their learning
as well as social progress and behaviour improvements.
Finally I want to extend the thanks of the school to all the parents and carers who continue to offer us incredible support, you all play a huge part in the success of our students.
I hope you all have a relaxing summer and that the students come back refreshed in
September, ready to make further improvements in your learning.
Ali.

Year 11 Exam Results Day – Thursday 23rd August
Results Available from 8am by contacting the School Office – 01543 491051

Longdon Hall
School
Longdon Green
Near Lichfield
Staffordshire

Telephone: 01543 491 051
Fax: 01543 494 216
Email: enquiries@longdonhallschool.co.uk

Since Christmas student voice have been
working on a number of things to improve the quality of our school. Representatives have been attending meetings
twice a month and sharing ideas and
suggestions from their class groups. All
representatives have been working extremely well together and have created
a nice atmosphere across the school as
they are listening to the pupils and
putting into place what pupils arerequesting. Just as an example student voice have been pushing for an all weathered pitch
so we can access sport throughout the whole year. This has been under negotiations with
SLT and we can now officially say that it has been granted and work commences throughout the summer holidays. As a close student voice, we are massively
proud of what our pupils bring to each meeting and how they handle situations on their own accord. It has been another successful academic year
for all representatives that took part in the student voice. We would like
to wish all our year 11's all the best for the future.

Another amazing year for Longdon Hall students….
Functional Skills English level 1.

Functional Skills Maths level 2.

Functional Skills English level 2.

Sam J, Sam R, Callum R, Jake, Billy.

Tobias.

Sam R, Sam J.

Functional Skills Maths Entry level 3.

Functional Skills Entry level ICT.

Khaleel, Matthew, Tayshen, Leo, Coran, Bradley
G.H, Charlie G, Harly, Rhys, Sonny, George,
Damian K, Jack St, Scarlett, Owen, Bradley B.
Ethan, Josh, Finley, Alex, Macauley.

Khaleel, Matthew, Tayshen, Leo, Coran, Bradley G.H, Charlie
G, Colby, Macauley, Charlie D, George, Damian K, Kacei,
Jack St, Scarlett, Owen, Tayla, Lewis Mc, Cameron, Corban,
Alex, Finley, Diante, Tom W, Mitchell.

Functional Skills Entry English.

BTEC IC&T Level 1.

Khaleel, Matthew, Tayshen, Leo,
Coran, Bradley G.H, Charlie G,
Harly, Rhys, George, Damian K,
Jack St, Scarlett, Kacei, Owen,
Josh, Finley, Macauley, Tom W,
Lewis Mc, Tobias.

Jay, Sam H, Lewis J, Alan

Functional Skills Maths
Level 1.
Callum.

Still awaiting results for… Preparation for working life, GCSE—Psychology, Statistics, History,
English Language and Maths. BTEC—Principles of Science, Applications of Science and Sport, CoPE Level 1
& 2, AoPE level 1.

Duke of Edinburgh Expedition
On 21st June 2018 myself, two year 11 students and two staff
members went on an overnight expedition to the Peak District
for our Duke of Edinburgh award.
Only 6 hours to go!
We had to do a 6 hour slog to the campsite, which was a lot of walking. It was rough! Travelling up the
hill at a 150° angle is harder than you think. We arrived at the top of the hill and I was surprised by the
view of the surrounding landscape. It was so green! I had never seen
so many sheep in my life! We had to make check out points throughout
the expedition and as we paused, Chris, the deputy head, found himself
in a sticky situation. As he was stood near the wall, he found himself
surrounded by what felt like 100
bulls. He kept trying to escape
them but they continued to follow him around and coming towards him. With every “MOOO”,
he edged further away – it was
next to impossible, but very funny for us.
6 long hours later…
We arrived at the campsite feeling a little tired. We proceeded to
set up camp (we’d had some practice in lessons) and set the stove
up. I began cooking my meal, which was bacon and noodles. Just
call me Ramsay! We all washed up and were ready for a rest.
The Next day
Starting the morning with a full English breakfast felt like being at home –
apart from being outside. A quick pack away of the equipment and off we
went again – at least it was mainly down hill on the way back, which felt
more relaxing. Day 2 was a scorcher so I was glad it was slightly easier. We continued to walk through a valley, which felt like it went on forever and was swarmed with flies. We were finally out the other side, even
though my legs were covered in bites.
A short break to regain our breath was needed at this point. Then we were
met with a village where we saw the biggest bull I had ever seen. He must
have weighed more than all of Key Stage 3 put together!

We kept on walking, and kept on walking, and kept on walking until we
were back at the van.
It was a decent trip. The biggest thing I took from the trip was the amazing views. I will never forget those views.
Bradley (Year 9)

Over the course of this year Science has yielded some incredible successes from both KS3 and KS4. The
year 11 cohort have now completed two BTEC qualifications in Principles of Applied Science and Applications of Science. The results have been some of the best that Longdon Hall’s Science department have ever
seen, notably:
Lewis J- achieving a level 2 Merit in the Applications of Science exam
Jay - achieving a level 2 Merit in the Applications of Science exam
Sam H- achieving a level 2 Merit in the Applications of Science exam
Each and every one of the key stage 4 students should be proud of the effort they have put into both their
coursework and their exam preparation. I am sure you will all achieve the results you deserve, well done!

This year key stage 3 we have studied a variety of different topics which include; electricity and magnetism,
light, energy, health, cells and an introduction to lab based Science. The students across the key stage have
thoroughly enjoyed the practical aspects of each of these topics. A particular favourite seemed to be the
new Van de Graff generator that produces and released charges of static electricity. Shocking!
Key stage 4 have been working tirelessly this year to ensure all of their coursework has been complete and
exams have been prepared for thoroughly. Although it hasn’t all been work and no fun, students have been
involved in dramatic demonstrations of thermite and its destructive power. Students have also
had the opportunity to research the incredible new Nano material Graphene and its many uses
within every day life. I am incredibly proud of the efforts of key stage 4 this year, well done!

Longdon Hall School goes street!
Over the past term pupils of Longdon Hall have been learning the culture behind
graffiti. Pupils have been looking at legal/illegal art work. Longdon
Hall have been practising different lettering techniques to boost
their confidence and work up to a level ready to use spray paint. Pupils
now understand that most graffiti messages are linked back to politics and religion. We have been looking at the anonymous artist called
‘BANKSY’ and how his work has influenced
other artists around the world. ‘BANKSY’ is a
little bit of a comedian when it comes to getting his messages across. Pupils have been looking at some of
his art work around the world and have taken a liking to his
style of art. Pupils have created their own stencils and have
had the opportunity to spray in an outdoor environment to
create a stencil piece of art in the style of BANKSY.

On the 16th of May, KS3 and KS4 students were visited
by Anthony Powell from the Prison Me No Way project
following an incredibly successful visit last year. Prison
Me No-Way! Is a national educational charity with a
core aim of raising awareness among young people
about the causes, consequences and penalties of crime. The project, set up in 1993
by prison officers, aims to make an impact on the lives of young people and turn
them away from crime and its consequences.

Ex offender Anthony Powell, gave a thought-provoking full and honest account of
his lifestyle choices which led to his imprisonment.
He also spoke in detail about the effects this had on
him, his family and his future and the moment which
called for change. There was no glorifying of crime
throughout Anthony’s story. Throughout the session,
pupils were gripped by the intense real life story of
an ex criminal who has now dedicated himself to telling his story so that his mistakes aren’t repeated.

Longdon Hall Author visit
26th April 2018
This year our special guest for Longdon Reading Week was the renowned author, Neil Arksey.
Arksey has written a range of fast-paced futuristic thrillers such as ‘Playing on the Edge’ and
‘As Good As Dead In Downtown’ and gritty football stories like ‘Flint’, ‘Brooksie’ and ‘MacB’.
Arksey entertained KS2, 3 and 4s with engaging anecdotes and amusing insights into his life as an author and how he finds inspiration for
the stories he writes.
Here are what some of our pupils thought:
“ It was funny when he made a batman car out of a
box and some buggie wheels and made a cape from
a black bin bag .” (Pupil Year 9)
“I liked Neil when he told us about his life and it was
funny about him jumping off a wall pretending to be
Superman when he was little!” (Pupil Year 7)

We solved it!

On a fabulous Friday 2nd of February,
here at Longdon Hall we participated in
the annual NSPCC number day in which all
students were inspired to solve mathematical dilemmas and challenges whilst
calculating the fundraising achieved throughout the day.
All pupils competed individually to keep adding points
towards their house groups in a range of fun, cross curricular activities including the infamous ‘Longdon Bake
Off’ and ‘Supermarket Sweep’, a balloon car race, projects in Design Technology and symmetry and the original
task of designing and building the tallest structure possible with newspaper as their only source of material.
Students worked tirelessly in mathematical treasure hunts
with the latest QR code technology, completed expert code
breaking quizzes, and for the finale the budding mathematicians worked together to design and engineer a rocket
into the air to safely deliver an
egg to the ground.
By working together, all students
contributed to their house group and
raised their mathematical knowledge
to new heights but just as importantly they raised money and
awareness for the work undertaken by
the NSPCC.

Windrush 70th anniversary
On Monday 18th June 7 pupils embarked on a journey going back in time
to celebrate the Windrush Public Service Day. Pupils gained knowledge on
the outstanding contribution made by the Windrush generation to public
services. This exciting event saw the pupils awe in wonder at the numerous displays and in particular marvelled at the equipment used such as
police cars and fire engines.
In particular, the fire department gave a remarkable demonstration in which they used hydraulic pincers to rescue a victim from a car. This highlighted to students the important work that the Windrush
generation did and what a vital part of history they have become. Pupils also got to experience the
public service uniforms of the RAF, Army and Navy.

As a finale of the day, a ceremony took place in which flag bearers and a pastor arrived to commemorate, celebrate and remember the people of the Windrush generation. Students were blown away by the service of these people and
blown away by the service of these people and the day was enjoyed by all.

the day was enjoyed by all.

Hospital Visit
As my eyes slowly open I was overflowed with light. I jolted up shaking my head looking to my side I saw doctors rushing over one put their hand on my chest and pushed me back to laying down. Once again everything slipped into a
black void of which I could not leave all I could hear was the mumbled voices of doctors and the beeping of the machines. Once again the light came back I crawled my way to it as I opened my eyes looking around I found a clock and
calendar. For a moment I looked at them my jaw dropping as I realised I had been out for 2 days I lifted my arms up
looking at the drip before looking around the door. Over by the window there was a potted plant with a flower in it I
looked towards the door as a nurse walked in. She looked over at me before pressing a button and rushing over asking
if I was ok I nodded as time flew past a doctor entered the room and started to examine me.

The doctor said I should be ok to go tomorrow apparently there is rumours going around about the whole thing after I
blacked out. The man in black was seen leaving the area just as the bodies were found. Once the doctor finished up a
small group of guards came in and asked me a few questions such as what he looked like. I told them all I could they
talked to each other for a moment before telling me they would be guarding my room until I get out just in case. While
at first I was a bit worried about it’s not like I could go anywhere my head was still a bit fuzzy and I just needed to stay
for one more night.
As night slowly creeped in the moon light seeped through the window as the moon like filled the room my eyes locked
shut as I fell deeper and deeper into my sleep.
The moon eclipsed by the clouds the opening slowly as the door slowly creaked opened drapes of black flowing into
the room the man in blacked holding his scythe stained with the blood of the dead. He held his scythe over his shoulder
walking over to her bed side as drops of blood slipped off. Lowering his scythe for a moment before letting out a grin as
he look down at her. As fast as he came he was gone as the sun raised up the room now filled with light.
My eyes slowly opened as I let out a yawn and stretched my arms I looked down at the bottom of my bed a large black
feather shining in the suns light. I looked around before trying to call for the nurse I heard footsteps just outside as a
bloodcurdling scream echoed the halls.
Rushing to get out of bed I swung my legs out jumping down and rushing over to the door opening it as one of the
guards fell backwards landing in front of me. My pupils widened as I stepped back the nurse rushed over to be and
pulled me out of the room. My head became fuzzy and went blank as we stepped over them my body shaking as a chill
went down my spine. I was taking over to a nearby chair and placed down a large warm blanket covered me.
A few hours went by until a large group of guards filled the hospital a man walked up to me I assume he is one of the
guards but he looks different. He was wearing much fancier clothes and had a large sword on his waist. He introduced
himself as IV Division Commanded Wolvrine he assured me everything was going to be ok and the thing responsible for
this would be caught.
Everything soon became to calm down a notice was put on for the town to get on high alert and a curfew was put in
place. The feather at the end of my bed was taken as evidence. I was realised soon after as I was walking out of the
hospital was swarmed by the media and people I knew asking me questions and if I was ok. I soon made my way home
with a bit of help form the guards I went up to my bed and slammed my face into the pillow. Now what was I going to
do I had the whole town knowing what happened and whatever he is he managed to kill 3 of the town’s guards…

Scarlett (Y9) accepted a writing challenge:
'GET WRITING! Be creative, challenge yourself and ensure to use all of the language and structural features you have been learning
about. Be ambitious with your vocabulary...'
She chose to create a number of fictional short stories and has been immersed in her own imagination and creativity. The Hospital
Visit is a clear example of her hard work and dedication in her recent English lessons. Well done Scarlett!

Keeping children safe is everyone's responsibility…
As a parent, carer, relative, neighbour, member of the public or a professional who has contact with children, you may be concerned about the welfare and safety of your own child or a child you know. These
concerns could be about their appearance, behaviour, development or how they are being cared for. If
you have any concerns about a child’s welfare or safety you should call the following numbers:

Staffordshire - 0800 1313126
Warwickshire – 01926 414144
Derby - 01332 641172
Birmingham - 0121 303 1888

If you believe a child to be in immediate danger, you should call the police.
****************
Keeping Safe Online
With children and young people spending more and more time online, it is more important than ever for
us to be aware of what our children are doing. We need to make sure we give them the tools and
knowledge to keep themselves safe. Take the time to talk about online activity and make sure they really
know who they are interacting with. The websites below offer lots of useful information which you can
look at together:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://ceop.police.uk/
http://www.bullying.co.uk/cyberbullying/
www.chatdanger.com
www.kidscape.org.uk
www.vodapfone.co.uk

Fighting Cyberbullying – Top Tips for Young People

Always respect others
Think before you send
Keep it private!

Information provided by, Matt Storey, Executive Principal
and Steph Nickless, Family support

If you feel you and your family may benefit from
a little extra support, please contact either
Steph Nickless (LHS) on the main school number
01543 491051 or alternatively you can email;
PFS@longdonhallschool.co.uk

This summer, KS2 have had
the opportunity to visit
Conkers Activity Centre
in the heart of the National Forest. Conkers
is a local attraction
that provides opportunities for students to explore the Geography and
Biology of the environment
they live in in a fun and
interactive way.
The boys followed the nature trail and explored
the 120 acres of maturing
woodlands, lakes and ponds
or go wild and take the 18
stage activity trail challenge you can also check
out the Fairy Labyrinth,
and the maze and Wobbly
Bridge.
They even dared to take
off their shoes and take
part in the barefoot nature
walk,
where
they
could feel the sensation
on their feet on timber,
bark, coal, pebbles, wood
and clay, then wash the
mud off in the foot bath
and the sun baked rocks.
The boys had such a
good time, joined in
with
everything
and
learned something new.
They were all a credit
to the school and themselves.

After a long morning we thought it was time
to sit back and chill out in the 4D Cinema,
where the students got to watch a nature cartoon/film and felt the whole experience of
special effects including lightning,
water, jumpy seats and smells! Not
so chilled out, but so much fun.

Longdon Hall School took part in raising
money for sports relief this year. The main aim this year was
to get active. All students took part in lots of different activities ranging from football, table tennis and even Orienteering. We had some of our older students go to Sandwell Valley
to do some biking, and between 2 staff and 3 students cycled
a huge 38 miles between them. George had a go at using the
rowing machine and rowed a massive 5000 metres, well
done George. Lewis helped organise the rugby kicking competition, where Jay raised a whopping £75 by himself from
lots of hard work
As a whole Longdon Hall School raised £118 this
is a great effort from everyone here. I would like
to say a big Thank you to all Staff and Students
who took part and made the day a success.

Students remember fallen heroes on
visits to the War memorial at
Alrewas and the Whittington
Barracks museum.

Longdon Hall School have gained healthy schools status once again. As a School we have completed
and passed each of the 4 sections at either outstanding or good with outstanding features. The 4 sections are; PSHE (Personal, Social, Health, Economic) - Good, Healthy Eating – Outstanding, Physical
Activity – Good, and SEMH (Social, Emotional, Mental Health) – Outstanding. With these results however, there are things to work on and we have already begun to work on the next steps and targets
we have set ourselves and we hope to achieve these in the very near future.

Longdon Hall School were invited to the West Bromwich Albion Football Club Football Festival at their training dome.
LHS were grouped in the highest division that saw them compete against a range of SEN and mainstream academies.
Due to the lads’ high standards and vision of the squad the lads really applied themselves in a very positive and professional
way, which was evident within the results on the pitch.
LHS qualified through the group stages which set up a nervous quarter final tie against a very challenging opponent. LHS
played a very conservative way and stalked their opponents like a lion stalking a zebra. This led to LHS going ahead early in
the match and maintaining this lead to the final whistle, which was music to the players’ ears.
Next up was a very daunting challenge of a huge main stream academy, who were favourites for the title. Even though they
were the underdogs in this semi final LHS were up for the challenge and made a great account of themselves battling from
the first to the last whistle. At full time the score was 2-0 which saw a great tournament come to a close for the lads. The
lads did not walk away empty handed as they received the fair play award for positive attitude towards all.
However the lads held their heads high as this was by far their
greatest challenge as a young emerging squad.
Well done lads, you should be very proud of one another.

After a very successful football festival at West
Bromwich Albion Football Academy Dome the
Key Stage 3 football team were award a
ground tour for winning the festival.
The lads were an absolute credit to the school
and they were complemented on their interaction
and also behaviour as they asked questions and also
answered the questions that were asked by the lead
tour guides.
The lads really enjoyed the trip and found that it was
very educational and loved the way that they had the
complete trust of the staff that were leading the
tour. The staff commented on the behaviour of the
lads and asked if they could attend the next football
festivals.
Well done lads, another positive sporting trip.

Pupils at LHS embarked on the very first trip to the football museum
in Manchester as an educational package. The pupils engaged both
verbally and physical, from measuring the speed of their shots to
answering questions from the guides on the history of football.

The staff that took the pupils were blown away by their behaviour as
the trip involved an awful lot of travelling, again demonstrating the
positive progress that our pupils are making socially.
Well done guys and hopefully this trip will be running next year due
to your positive conduct.

